Early College Options

High school students who wish to take a college course can do so through local colleges as well as
online. Though each of these programs has a different focus and target population, they share the idea
that students are better prepared and more likely to attend college if they have experienced an actual
college course. Courses must be pre-approved in order to have grades and credits listed on the
transcript and for grades to be factored into grade point average. Partial or full funding for college
courses may be available from the University of Maine for students who have a B average or better.
Interested students must work with their school counselor in advance to plan for these Early College
programs.
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Target Population: High School Seniors and Juniors

Features: Courses are delivered at least partially (and in some cases entirely) in an on-line
asynchronous format, providing for maximum flexibility.

Sponsored by: University of Maine

Available Slots: No limit, as of 1/2007

Other Info: U Maine covers half tuition; Bank of America scholarships for students in Knox and Waldo
counties cover the remainder.

Application: Nomination by school required; students/parents must complete application.

ACE (Access College Early)

Target Population: “Students who show potential for success in college but might not otherwise have the
inclination or support to attempt college”; specifically, students who will be the first in their
family to attend college, have uncertain future aspirations, have not considered college an
option for financial reasons, are not enrolled in courses traditionally used for college prep,
are not thriving in the traditional high school setting or who face other barriers to college.

Features: Students must enroll in “live” courses; students may take more than one course per year.
Sponsored by: National Governor’s Association (through the Mitchell Institute)

Partners: University College (Rockland) and Hutchinson Center/Umaine

Available Slots: 10— 20

Application: Students/parents must complete application form.

Early College for ME

Target Population: Students who are capable of succeeding in college but not planning for college (criteria
determined by the high school).
Features: This is a bridge program, not merely a course. Community college staff begins working with

students as high school juniors and supports them through the attainment of their associate’s
degree. Students are eligible to take two community college courses in their senior year.
Students are awarded $1,000 for each of the two years they attend. GVHS can nominate as
many as 15 students, with as many as five ultimately being selected for the program.

Sponsored by: Maine Community College System

Partners: Community Colleges

Available Slots: As many as five

Other Information: GVHS is awaiting notification if funding exists for our participation.
Application: Students must be nominated by high school.

High School Aspirations Incentive Program

Target Population: Full time high school senior or junior; permission from high school and parental consent to
enroll; “B” (3.0 GPA) or better academic average; must meet academic course prerequisites
Features: Students are eligible to take one course per academic year (summer courses are not funded).

Courses must be “live”. Tuition is covered by the State and University system; students are
responsible only for books and fees.

Sponsored by: State of Maine and University of Maine system
Partners: University of Maine, Hutchinson Center, University College (Rockland)
Available Slots: Varies according to funding.

Application: Students/parents must complete application; counselor recommendation is required.




Explanation of codes in course descriptions

GCC

EFSL

MLR

Graduation Credit Categories

Fulfilled or partially fulfilled by each course
(see pages 3-6 for Graduation Requirements)

Expectations For Student Learning

Met by each course
(see page 2 for complete list of Expectations)
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COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM -- A Brief Overview

The course numbering system at Georges Valley High School consists of five separate indicators, as

follows:
Department Course Level Unique Identifier Duration Weight

Three letter code Available to 00Db99 Y =year long S: Standard
as shown in Grade: Follows course level | (typically 1 credit) | C: Comprehensive
heading of each 1- Freshman and | number to identify A: Accelerated
department: above specific offerings S b Semester long | V: Advanced
ie., 2- Sophomore (typically 0.5 Placement
English (ENG) and above credit) P: Pass/Fail

3 B Junior and N: No Credit

above U = Unique

4 b Senior and (credit will need to

above be determined)

5 bResource

Room

6 - Restricted

EXAMPLES

ENG103YC BEnglish |

English Dept, Grade 9, Full Year, Comprehensive

MATS505SS b Resource Room Math
Math Dept., Special Ed., Semester, Standard
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

The Board recognizes the need to establish minimum standards for the awarding of a high school
diploma that are consistent with State law and regulations and with community educational values and
expectations.

Before entering high school, students need to know the standards for attaining a high school diploma in
order to plan an appropriate, sequential, educational program to meet that goal.

The Superintendent, through the high school principal or other designee, shall be responsible for making
accurate information concerning diploma requirements available to incoming students and their parents
prior to the start of their ninth grade school year. A copy of this policy will be disseminated to all incoming
ninth grade students at the time of course selection. This policy will also be included in every edition of
the high school student handbook.

The Board has approved this schedule of minimum requirements for graduation.
II.LFOR STUDENTS GRADUATING IN 2009 AND THEREAFTER

Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year (the Class of 2009), diplomas will be awar ded only to students
who have met the content standards of the system of Learning Resultsin English/language arts,
Mathematics, Science and technology, Social studies, and Health and physical education, as measur ed by
the school unit@ L ocal Assessment System.

(pending legislative action on Ch. 127 & 7 (Maine Department of Education Rules)

Beginning with the 2009-2010 school year (class of 2010), students must also meet the Lear ning Results
content standardsin Career preparation, Modern & Classical Languages, and Visual & Performing arts
to beawarded a diploma. (pending legislative action on Ch. 127 o 7 [Maine Department of Education
Rules])

In addition to the content standards described above, the student must meet the following
requirements.

A. The student must successfully complete a total of 23.5 credits, including these 12 1/2 (twelve
and one-half) credits specified by Maine law:
1. English/language arts B 4 credits;
2. Mathematics b 2 credits;
3. Social studies and history, including one year of American history and government b
2 credits;
Science, including at least one year of laboratory study B2 credits;
Fine arts, which may include art, music, or drama D 1 credit.
Health B 1/2 credit; and
Physical education B 1 credit.

No gk

B. The student must demonstrate computer skills according to the school unit® standards for
computer literacy, proficiency, and performance.

C. In addition to the State requirements, the student must meet the following graduation
requirements established by the Board:
1. Mathematics D1 credit
2. Social studies (beginning in 2007-2008) B 1 credit
3. Science (beginning in 2007-2008) B 1/2 credit



Physical education B 1 credit

Technology or vocational education B 1/2 credit
Career preparation B 1 credit

Computer science D1 credit

Electives B 5 credits
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D. Electives may be selected by the student based upon the student® interests, abilities,
and the requirements of the field that the student plans to enter upon graduation.

E. Total credits: English - 4
Mathematics B3
Social studies B3
Science B2 1/2
Finearts b1
Health B1/2
Physical Education b2
Technology/vocational education B 1/2
Career preparation b1
Computer science b1
Electives B5

A student who is deficient in these requirements may meet requirements for no more than three
graduation credits through a post-secondary course, a State-approved adult education course, a
State-approved summer school program, ef a distance learning or correspondence course approved
by the school principal in advance of registration, or an approved independent study. This outside
credit limit may be waived with the permission of the school principal. The student may participate in
the next regular graduation ceremony following successful completion of the requirements.

A student who leaves Georges Valley High School to attend an accredited, degree-granting institution of higher
education may, upon satisfactory completion of the freshman year, be awarded a high school diploma, provided
that the student has notified the principal at the time of the early admission.

[ILADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS

A. Transfer Students: For students who transfer to Georges Valley High School from another
state or from an educational program that is not required to meet the content standards of the
system of Learning Results, the Georges Valley High School principal shall determine the
value of the student® prior educational experience towards achieving the standards in a
manner consistent with the school unit® Local Assessment System and applicable Board
policies.

B. Students Receiving Special Education Services: All students must meet the content
standards of the learning results to earn a diploma. A student® Individual Education Plan or
504 Plan must specify the accommodations necessary to achieve the content standards.

C. Midcoast School of Technology Credits: Student successfully completing year-long
technology courses will receive 4.0 credits.

Students completing an academic offering at Midcoast School of Technology in conjunction
with their technology program will receive 3.0 credits for the successful completion of their
technology course and 1.0 credit for the successful completion of their academic course.



Early Awarding of Diplomas: A student who has met the State® and the Board® diploma
requirements in fewer than four years of high school and has an approved plan in place for
early graduation prior to the conclusion of their 10" grade year may be awarded a diploma.

Certificate of Attendance: The Board may provide a student who leaves school without
meeting the standards of the Learning Results with a Certificate of Attendance, provided that
the student has attended for four years as a full-time student. This certificate acknowledges
participation in the educational program for a specific period of time.

Delayed Awarding of Diplomas: At the Superintendent® discretion, a student who leaves
Georges Valley High School to attend an accredited, degree-granting institution of higher
education may, upon satisfactory completion of the freshman year, be awarded a high school
diploma, although he/she may not have met all diploma requirements.

Extended Study: Students are eligible for extended years of study to complete the
requirements of a diploma if they have not reached the age of 20 at the start of the school
year. Students eligible for extended years of study may be referred to adult education or
other resources suitable to young learners. Extended study for students with disabilities shall
be specified in the student® Individualized Education Plan.

Patrticipation in Graduation Ceremony: A student must complete all requirements for a high
school diploma in order to participate in graduation exercises.

Legal Reference: 20-A M.R.S.A. 0 4722

Ch. 127 o 7 (Me. Dept. of Ed. Rules)

[Replaces policy 5.08.01 last amended September 11, 1996.]

Adopted:

Amended:
Amended:
Amended:
Amended:
Amended:

June 11, 2003
December 10, 2003
February 11, 2004
February 8, 2006
January 10, 2007
September 12, 2007



